EPILOGUE

WHO  WAS  PALINURUS?

The winding shelves do us detain^
Till God, the Palinure returns again.

FULLER, 1640: Joseph's Coat.

Let us examine him: study the Psychiatrist's confidential
report.

REPORT
Diagnosis. Strongly marked palinuroid tendencies.

Prognosis. Grave.

Clinical Picture. The story of Palinums is only to be
found in the third, fifth and sixth books of Virgil's
Aeneid. The third book forms part of ^Eneas* relation to
Dido of the events that befell him after the fall of Troy
and consequently everything and everyone in it are seen
through his eyes. This may be a cause of subjective bias,
where the references in that book are concerned.

Nothing is known of Palinums' heredity except that,
like the physician lapyx, he was a Trojan and descended
from lasus. ^Eneas addresses Mm as *Iaside Palinure'.
There is no evidence of any inherited psychopathic
tendency. The first mention of Palinurus exhibits him
in a confusion-state and suggests that, although usually a
well-adjusted and efficient member of society, the pilot
was experiencing a temporary 'black-out*. The passage
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